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to the great fodder famine, Water supply very deficient.
Government established cheap grain depots, 40,000 tons of
grains were purchased and imported from Cocanada. The
taccavi and charity amounts spent was Rs. 2 33 lakhs. In
the cheap grain shops coarse rice was sold at 7.5 seers per
Bupee while the bazaar rate was 5.5 seers. The scale was
limited to one rupee per person per day and the shops
remained for 2.5 months. Ks 2.2 lakhs were subscribed by
public for taccavi a ad charity and Rs. 2 crores were
sanctioned by the Government.

The amount of taccavi and charity spent was Rs. 46/233.
Besides the drought in i9()5 swarms of locusts appeared in
great numbers and destroyed the standing crops and the
gardens to a most destructible point.

There was a severe famine in Marathwara districts in which
many thousands of cattle perished (2rt% is the estimate)
and high prices prevailed throughout the western districts.
In its extent and seveiity it is compared with the great
famine of 1309 F. The expenditure on the gratuitous relief
amounted to Rs. 19. iO lakhs.

The season of 1918-19 was from the point of view of Agricul-
tural production one of the most disastrous on record.
Drought was general and occurred in each season. The
rainfall was in comparatively few places more than half
the normal. The main feature of the year was the
very early opening ,of the monsoon followed by much
abrupt rains and their final close much before the
proper time. This coupled with the influenza epidemic at
what was* at once, the harvest time of the early crops and
the sowing time of the late crops, led to a general reduc-
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